BUILDING ALLIANCES
TO ADVANCE ACTION
ON ARV STOCK OUTS
INDONESIA
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THE CHALLENGE

Introduction

Indonesian civil society organisations
- including PITCH partners -

joined forces to advocate around
longstanding challenges in the
availability of antiretroviral drugs
(ARVs) for people living with HIV,
made worse in 2020 by the COVID-19
pandemic. A nationwide network of
ARV monitors has been established,
new advocacy targets have been
identified, media have been actively
engaged and the coalition has taken
the issue to international forums.

Baby Rivona Nasution, co-founder
and national coordinator of Ikatan
Perempuan Positif Indonesia (IPPI)
— a PITCH partner which translates
to Women Living with HIV Network
— claims the Indonesian government
has failed for more than a decade to
solve problems in the procurement
and provision of lifesaving
antiretroviral therapy.

ARV supply issues in Indonesia have
included buying of medicines close
to their expiry dates, distribution
challenges, stock-outs in clinics

and pharmacies nationwide and

a shortage of effective new drugs.
Aditia Taslim, executive director

of PITCH partner Rumah Cemara,
says: “Infrastructure is also a problem.
Some people are travelling 2-3 hours
to get their ARVs every month."

All of this has led to people living
with HIV having fewer treatment
choices. Many people have been
forced to reduce doses or switch
regimens. Others have dropped
off ARVs altogether.

Baby Rivona
Nasution

UNAIDS estimates 640,000
people are living with HIV in
Indonesia. But, currently, only
133,358 routinely receive ARV
treatment. The loss to follow-up
rate for ARV treatment is high at
21%', meaning 1in 5 people are no
longer engaged with treatment
programmes — perhaps relocating
without giving notice, stopping
treatment or dying.

"Several factors influence the low
numbers on antiretroviral therapy,”
explains Baby Rivona Nasution.
One inhibiting factor is limited
access and availability of ARV
drugs.

"Many will stop taking ARVs
because they are afraid of the

lack of supply. They feel healthy
and there is no guarantee there
will be treatment or medicine
available for the rest of their lives.”

“Indonesia’s Law on Health No.36
mandates the Government

to be responsible for ensuring
the availability, equity and
affordability of health supplies,
especially essential medicines.
HIV and AIDS, as one of the
epidemics in Indonesia, requires
a fast response in handling it
and a strong commitment from
the Government.”

Complicated,
ever-changing
procurement system

At the heart of the ARV supply
issue is a hugely complicated,
constantly changing procurement
and supply chain management
system. A 2019 policy to manage
all procurement through approved
drug e-catalogues, handled
directly by the Ministry of Health,
was cancelled within a year, with
responsibility being handed back to
the National Public Procurement
Agency (LKPP), affecting the
availability of some ARVs.

LKPP has prioritised ARVs but
assuring their inclusion in their
e-catalogue is a slow process.
Baby explains: "Every ministry
has different regulations and
there are a lot of ministries
involved. No wonder we cannot
just advocate to the Ministry

of Health. No wonder they are
avoiding our campaign. They just
pretend they don't know - it's just
too complicated.”

N “Not many
organisations

understand the issues
of supply chain and
intellectual property.
We can try to learn,
but it's still very tricky.”
Aditia

Impact of COVID-19
on ARV supply

Potential shortages of ARVs
had already been predicted for
2020. But existing procurement
challenges were made far worse
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

There was a shortage of ARVs

and frequent stock-outs in 2020

in Yogyakarta, Deli Serdang,
Kupang, Bogor, Jambi and Padang.
The Ministry of Health's own data
shows recurrent stock-outs in more
than half of Indonesia's regions.

Baby says: "Some people were
put on different regimens, some
had reduced doses, because we
just didn't have stock."
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In Indonesia, an e-catalogue is an online
purchasing method used to procure goods
and/or services for the government,
including the procurement of medical
devices and pharmaceutical products.
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LESSONS LEARNT
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ARV production, registration and
affordable access.
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